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MINISTER FOR YOUTH — HONG KONG VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Youth) [12.12 pm]: I rise to inform the house of my 
recent visit to Hong Kong from 31 July to 4 August 2015. I was invited by organisers to address the 
sixth University Scholars Leadership Symposium. The audience consisted of some 850 international youth 
delegates from around 50 countries and representatives from universities, governments and non-government 
organisations. Held annually, the symposium is hosted by a different developing country in the Asia–Pacific 
region each year. This event, officiated by the chief executive of the Hong Kong government, provided the 
opportunity for the state government to sponsor two exceptional young people from Western Australia to attend 
the conference. 
While in Hong Kong, I attended a briefing provided by Paul Tighe, the Australian Consul General for 
Hong Kong and Macau. At this briefing Mr Tighe emphasised the opportunities that a close relationship between 
Hong Kong and Western Australia provides both jurisdictions. Aside from the obvious trade ties, the consul 
general spoke at length about the thirst in Asia for tertiary opportunities in Australia, and in particular in 
Western Australia. This was a theme that I encountered across a number of discussions during my visit. 
On 31 July, I met with Dr John Fung, the business director of the Hong Kong Council of Social Services. 
Dr Fung and I discussed at length the shared challenges of an ageing population and affordable housing and the 
respective approaches of the Hong Kong and Western Australian governments to tackling these issues. Also on 
31 July I met Mr Vincent Fung, the Principal Assistant Secretary for Home Affairs. The Home Affairs Bureau’s 
responsibilities include youth, social harmony and civic education, sport and recreation, culture and community, 
and public relations. I look forward to an ongoing dialogue around a joint initiative to establish a youth exchange 
program between Hong Kong and Western Australia. On 2 August, I was fortunate to spend time with 
Haoliang Xu, the United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, Assistant Administrator and Director of the 
Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. Mr Xu highlighted the focus that the UN has placed on young people 
in Asia, particularly the demand for quality tertiary education. 
I had great pleasure meeting with a wide range of members of the government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, including the Secretary for Labour and Welfare. I was struck by the shared 
challenges facing our respective communities and the collaborative approach the Hong Kong government has 
started to embrace with the non-government sector. I look forward to building on the relationships established 
during my time in Hong Kong and I hope that my visit helped strengthen the ties between this state and the 
Hong Kong government. 
I would like to acknowledge Hannah Willis and Rory Johnston, who attended the symposium with support from 
the state government, for the manner in which they represented young people from Western Australia. I would 
also like to thank Craig Comrie and the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia for their support. My time in 
Hong Kong was extremely informative and I look forward to utilizing the knowledge gained on this trip across 
the communities portfolio. 
I table the itinerary for my visit to Hong Kong. 
[See paper 3361.] 
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